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Secretary of Agriculture Eyde has authorized 

the creation in the Bureaa of Biological Survey of 8 new unit, effective July 1, 

to be knOW as the division of land acquisition. !l$is new ncti*rity is author- 

ized by an act of Congress, approved ye3mry 18, 1323, kno17n as the Migratory- 

Bird Conservation Act. Its p.:rp:se is to meet more effectively the obligations 
_~ 

of the United States under the Migratory-'Eird Treaty nith Great Britain by lessen- 

ing the dimprs tl?se;;.Ldning ~1il.d 9~1 from drein::+go o~ld. other ~~:::;:?a, t'I?.r,-)ugh 

the provision of areas of land and of water to f-anish in perpetui$y reservations 

for their adequo.ta. protection through acc&,sition by purchase, gift, or lease. 

The field of WOTI~: will extend throughout the United States, inc],uding Alaska. 

'IIn ordtr to cayzy out the purposes of tb.2 .~c t, 'I it w&s erpleincd by Paul 

G. Redington, chief of t'r;s 3ioloL- cal SUT~X,~, ifit 2:s LZ(:~::P-.I?.TJ to ascertain by 

examination of the numorcus po'tcnti& areai: '~3 1je i'c-~~~ i;_r;rur,gkout the United 
* 

- States those th2,t 3 re best ackptad for refuges, to m&e cppraisais in order to 

determine t,kci r riiaratter a3d. va:!uo, and to conjnct o:her activities incident 

to their acqui si5ion with th,$ fund- ., made available by Congress from time to time. 

tiguous to or embracing Water areas, or they may be areas that were formerly 

: well suited as feeding and nesting grounds for migratory birds, but now useless 



*'CC 1. . 

AL 

by reason of drainage d8v8lcpm8ntb or evapor&tioh and subjech to ristoration to 

their naturd condi t ione; p8 ]LGS~ato~~~ird.b~ee~aiii~~ COmmiesion created 

by the Act will conridcr and,.pass u$i 6Ll,&id8 rttconrmnnded by the Biological * , 
Gurv8y for acquisition for r&$8 *cses. Th8 SeCr8taS'y O f Agriculture is 

ebairman of the Comnbasion. 

"In addition to having charge of the land acquisition under the Mfr:- 

gratory-Bird Ccnservation Act, the new diVi8iOn will supervise all other lti 

8Cqui8iticn and cadastral survey activities of the Bureau of Biological Survey, 

including the Upper !dissi88ippi River W ild Life and Fish Refuge 8nd B8a.r River 

(Utah) M igratory Bird Refuge." 

The new division of land acquisition will be directed by Rudolph Dief- 

fenbach, senior lend valuation engineer, who has been conducting work incident 

'to th8 acquisition of lands on the Up'per M ississipp$ River W ild Life and Fish 

Refuge and 818eWbr9 for the Survey sines 1925. Mr. Dieffenbach's 8xperienc8 

on various phases of land work has extended ov8r a period of more than twenty 

y8ar8. He entered th8 Forest Service in 1908 and shortly thereafter Was detailed 

to District 4 where he wa8 engaged during the mRjor part of the time ma up to 

1912 in the classification of agricultural lands within national fOre8tS and 

on the relocating of national forest boundaries. From 1912 to 1920 he was in 

charge of the surveys of the boundaries of land8 being acquired in District 7 

under the Weeks law, From 1920 to 1925 h8 directed the examination ma appraisal. 

of lands being aqubed ‘by the United States under that act, 1n 1925 h8 was 

-pointed forest valuation engineer in the Treasury Department, and after serv- 

ing ten month8 in that capacity Was transferred to the Bureau of Biological 

SurVey to IUIdBrtEik8 the examination and appraisal of land8 for th8 Upper 
M ississippi River W ild Life and Fish Refuge, and to conduct the negotiation8 
for their acquieition. Mr. O ieffenbach wag born a$ We&minister, Maryland, 
in 189& and received his edncation in the Baltimore, Maryltid, public 8ChOOls, 
the Baltimore City College, and the Biltmore, N. C., Torest School, from which 
h8 received the d.8gre8 of Bachelor of Forestry. 
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